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June 6 
This year’s LifeWalk will be like no other, because this year is like no 

other.  First Immanuel Lutheran Church in Cedarburg is excited to 
take APOR’s yearly fund raiser to a whole new level!  Due to social 

distancing and the “Safer at Home” order, we will be doing this 
entire event from the safety of your own homes and neighborhoods.  

This means everyone will be able to participate!   There will be 
church vs. church challenges, school vs. school challenges as well 

as family vs. family challenges.   We’re going to try to get more 
sponsors than ever before.  That’s goal is raising the money needed 
to help our ministry thrive.  Keep checking in with us on Facebook 

and our website to see just how to participate in LifeWalk 2020.   
Hold on to your hats, you're in for a thrilling ride!  Let’s see what the 

Lord has in store for us!!! 
Kate Doerr,  
Development Director 

 

A Word from 

Refuge House 
Time to Smell the 
Flowers 
With pregnant ladies and 
newborns in the house, we have been observing 
the stay at home order.  This has given us some 

“free” time.  We have attended online church, watched movies, 
laughed and talked and enjoyed the backyard...all while maintaining 

a safe 
distance 
from each 
other.  
“Hugs” 
have been 
given with 

words of encouragement, thumbs up 
and meaningful looks instead of arms. 

We are still 
focusing on 
Easter joy (HE HAS RISEN!) and 
springtime.  A donor provided Easter 
dinner for us!  What a wonderful surprise!  
We have planted a tree, dug in the 
garden, raked a few pinecones and 
leaves, ridden bikes around the yard and 
caught up on more TV shows than I care 
to admit.  This has ben a time to slow 
down and enjoy our loved ones even if it 
is at a distance, snd take 

time to enjoy our daffodil that bloomed in our flower 
bed.  
 We have been very fortunate to have been able to 
order everything we have needed online.  This has 

helped tremendously.  We 
also had a volunteer secure 
some items that cannot be 
ordered on line ...such as 
toilet paper.  PHEW!!! 
I have heard from some of the 
graduates of the program.  So 
far all are well.  Two of the children have been 
baptized.  This brings me great joy.   Each 
woman and child I have met, has changed me 

in some way.  We are all unique.  We read in God’s Word that we 
are fearfully and wonderfully made.  Each person, in womb or out, 
can rest assured they are NOT a mistake. I get 
the joy of translating this in many forms with the 
women and children we serve. 
Please keep the ministry and those we serve in 
your prayers. 
Thank you, 
In His service with you,  
Kristen Hodge 
House Manager 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At  

From the Board President  
 
What trying times we are living in today! How comforting 
and encouraging to remember these words: “And we 
know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according 
to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) “All things,” including the 
challenges of social distancing, being safer at home, fears 
of catching the coronavirus, and the financial downturn 
that ministries like A Place of Refuge are experiencing.  
 
We have faced challenges before. It has been a 
tremendous affirmation of our ministry to moms and their 
babies that God has always supplied the means to carry 
out His work. We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
And we give thanks to you, our faithful donors, for your 
prayers, words of encouragement and gifts! 
 
One of the major challenges is the fact that Blessed Again 
has been closed for almost two months now. Our store 
managers are willing to open the store on a limited basis 
following our governors guidelines. However, with most of 
our volunteers being seniors, and therefore in a high risk 
category for contracting Covid-19, we are in desperate 
need of healthy younger volunteers to help us out until 
things are back to normal. 
 
● If you are under 65 and in good health, could you 
consider giving us 1 day a week for about a month (or 
whatever amount of time you are able to help out)? 
 
● Do you know of any younger person(s) who might 
consider volunteering at the store? 
 
The store has been receiving donations. We could really 
use the income from the store. 
 
Thank you for your support! May the Lord bless you and 
your family in every way! 
 

Pastor Dave Paape (APOR Board President) 

A Gift from Above 

 
When was the last time you 
held a newborn in your arms?  
It’s a feast for the senses… 
gazing down at perfectly 
formed fingers with tiny 
fingernails, delicate eyelashes 
and downy fuzz that can be 
seen along a tiny brow line.  

You can feel skin so soft it’s almost beyond imagination.  
Now inhale the sweetness of newborn breath and baby 
shampoo.  As you bend to kiss a tender cheek, you can 
literally taste their dreams and life ahead.   
 
We may be facing difficult situations in the world right now, 
but babies are still born everyday because brave mothers 
choose life.  Those same babies are still in need of shelter, 
warmth, food, clothing and above all an opportunity to 
know and love their Lord and Savior.  We, at A Place of 
Refuge Ministries, are still here with arms wide open 
caring for them under our roof.  We’re transporting them to 
and from hospitals and doctor’s appointments.  We’re 
caring and loving and providing all their needs for them on 
a daily basis.  We’re readying mom’s and children for an 
independent life of responsibility and Christian faithfulness. 
 
We’re asking you to please keep us in your prayers, hearts  
and thoughts on a daily basis as well.  We need the Lord’s 
continual blessing and your generosity to make all of this 
work.   
 
When all this is over, take a minute to hug a baby, you’ll be 
surprised what it will do for you.. 
 
Thank you for your kindness and compassion in the past. 
 
Our future is in His Loving hands.  
 
Kate Doerr 
Development Director 

Legacy for Life Society 
 
Bequests are an important way to help secure our organization’s future. 
Please take a moment to read the enclosed brochure and learn more 
about how you can create a bequest to A Place of Refuge Ministry 
through our Legacy for Life Society. 



 

 

Blessed Again News                                
Spring 2020 

 

Blessed Again ,for the first 3 months of the year, 
totaled over $ 30,500.00.  We have been closed since 
March 15th and are planning a procedure for re-opening 
in the next couple of weeks.  I have had time with the 
help of 2 of my volunteers to work on organizing many of 
the departments.  We have been labeling shelves, 
freshening some areas with paint, and making room for 
our re-opening.   

We are ready to receive donations on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, & Fridays from 10:00 – 3:00.  We will be 
changing our voice mail regularly to inform customers of 
our status - (414) 464-9099. 

When we begin to 
open, we will be open 
shorter hours and 
possibly alternating 
days.  This is because 
many of our volunteers 
are in the at-risk 
category.  This truly is 

something new to our way of operating and we may 
need to adjust days and hours accordingly. Items to be 
donated to Refuge House may be brought to Blessed 
Again.  Please clearly mark them as Refuge House 
donations. 

We pray for this virus to be over and are looking 
forward to resuming operations soon. 

 God’s Blessings, 

 Betty Strelow, Store Manager 

 

Virtual Showers, A New &  

Exciting Opportunity 
 

We are all doing our best to maintain social distancing, 
but when you have the world’s cutest babies and 
children living under one roof it makes it tough not to 
hug and pinch little cheeks.  
Having said that, we still 
have one mom, due at the 
end of May who’s in need 
of a baby shower.  Since a 
regular shower is out of the 
question, a virtual baby 
shower is an option we 
may want to explore.  A 
virtual shower is one that can take place in many places 
at once.  This can be done via computers with games 
and everything. The mom and baby can feel the love 
and celebration of their choice to bring a child of the 
Lord into this world.  We have a board member who is 
willing to help make this a reality. She is willing to help 
with the technical aspects and ideas.  Another option 
may be an outdoor shower keeping everyone at safe 
distances.  If this is something you would like to host, 
give Kate a call at (414) 438-2767 and we’ll make it 
happen.  
 
Thank you to Diana Pfingsten and the ladies from Zion 
in Menomonee Falls for stepping up to host a shower to 
be given to celebrate Angie and baby Ava Leilani! 

Easy Ways to Give 
The easiest and fastest way to put your donation to work helping A Place of Refuge is buy going to our 
web site at www.aplaceofrefuge.org,  or you can drop you gift in the enclosed envelope. THANK YOU! 
 

“Choose Life” License Plates 
Did you know... when you purchase Choose Life Wisconsin Plates a portion comes back to APOR? Tell 
the world where you stand and help us out in the process!  
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Calling all Thrivent members!  Your Thrivent Dollars can be used for APOR!  They’ve made giving easy. 

                                                
Updating Our Contacts 
We’re trying to clean up our contact info as well as expedite the way we get our information to and from 
you.  So if you’ve been receiving our newsletters through the mail and have an email address you’d like 
to share with us, we’ll send you the same newsletter via email (this cuts down on postage, paper and $).  
We’ll also be able to send your donation thank you notes this way as well.  Drop us a line at 
aplaceofrefuge@aol.com giving us your name, address and email and we’ll update your info!  
 



 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 Become an Advocate and  moms who are not in need of 
housing but could use our encouragement and pregnancy 
support as we provide community resource referrals, a layette 
specifically created for her baby before the birth, and share 
God’s loving plan for her and her baby as we share our faith. 

 BLESSED AGAIN is looking for volunteers in our resale 
store. We are currently in crucial need of younger volunteers to 
give our senior volunteers a break during the Covid 19 crisis. 

 Call Kate at (414) 428-2767 with any questions about these 
positions. 
 

  Do you know a woman in need? 
Pregnant women in need of support can call  
414-476-6333 to learn more about our program.   
“... I tell you the truth, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me.”  Matthew 25:40 
 

Speaking with Your Group 
Kate would love to come to your church, Bible Study, Ladies Aid  
meeting or school to discuss ways you could help our ministry 
grow.   Drop her a line at aplaceofrefuge@aol.com   
          

Honorariums & Memorials  
 
Carolyn Anderson in memory of Rolf Neuendorf,            
Dorothy Yale in memory of Ron Yale,                            
John & Shirley Kuerschner in memory of Michael 
Kuerschner,                                                                  
Sharon Stehli in memory of Douglas Zorn & Emil               
Schlemmer,                                                                
Barbara Vaitl in memory of William Vaitl,                     

Karen Ninnemann in honor of Coralie Pierson,              
Ruth Lawonn in memory of Gerald M. Lawonn,              
Lois Mellen in honor of her great-grand twins Madelynn & 
Johnny Fralick,                                                                
Glenn Kraft in memory of Sharron Kraft  
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Help Line for Pregnant Women 
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